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Welsh Romani language 


Welsh Romani (or Welsh Kala) is a variety of the Romani language 
which was spoken fluently in Wales until at least 1950J 1 ' It was 
spoken by the Kale group of the Romani people who arrived in 
Britain during the 16th century. The first record of Romani moving 
permanently into Wales comes from the 18th century. Welsh-Romani 
is one of the many Northern Romani dialects 

Nowadays Welsh Kala has transitioned into a para-Romani language 
(Like Angloromani, Scandoromani, Scottish Cant and Finnish Kalo). 
Today Welsh Kala is a mix of Romani, Welsh and English but uses 
English grammar. 

The majority of the vocabulary is of Romani origin but there are a 
number of loanwords from other languages. Welsh loanwords 
include meland ("yellow", from melyn), griga ("heather", from grug ) 
and kragka ("crab", from crane). There are also English loanwords 
such as vlija ("village"), spTdra ("spider") and bramla ("bramble").^ 

Historically the variants of Welsh Kala and Angloromani (Spoken by 
the Romanichal of England) constituted the same variant of Romani, 
known as British Romani.^ Welsh Kala is closely related to 
Angloromani (Spoken by Romanichal in England), Scandoromani 
(Spoken by Romanisael in Norway & Sweden), Scottish Cant 
(Spoken by Scottish Lowland Romani in Lowland Scotland) and 
Finnish Kalo (Spoken by Finnish Kale in Finland). Welsh Kale, 
English Romanichal, Norwegian & Swedish Romanisael, Finnish 
Kale and Scottish Lowland Romani are closely related groups and 
are descended from the wave of Romani immigrants who came to 
England in the 16th century.^ 
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■ Welsh romani within Britain (https://books.google.co.nz/books?id=CGWFAQ9RZ0oC&pg=PAl 
8&dq=%22welsh+romani%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj7qeamlN3jAhllbfSsKHau6A-EQ6 
AEIKDAA#v=onepage&q=°/o22welsh 0 /o20romani°/o22&f=false) 

■ Welsh Romani word list (https://web.archive.Org/web/20091026174043/http://geocities.com/Ar 
ea51/N ova/1245/manf ri. htm I) 

■ Romani Cymru (http://www.valleystream.co.uk/romhome.htm) 
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